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The City has looked to innovative ways to counter this downturn, including 
investment in the Downtown area, a new Business and Technology Park at 
Western Michigan University, brownfield redevelopment and incentives for 
business investment in the area.  The creation of linear pathways and a green 
infrastructure is integral to this new approach, to keep and attract businesses 
and residents in the City. 
 
 
Transportation 
The City of Kalamazoo is easily accessible from both I-94 and U.S. 131, which 
cross the State from east to west and north to south respectively.  Numerous 
county roads also connect to the City nearby communities.  The 
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport is located four miles south of 
Downtown and is served by four commercial airlines.  Rail transport includes 
three freight lines and the Amtrak passenger service with direct service to Ann 
Arbor, Michigan; Chicago, Illinois; Detroit, Michigan; Grand Rapids, Michigan 
and Toronto, Canada. 
 
Metro Transit provides fixed-route public transit service to the Kalamazoo 
urbanized area. It operates 21 fixed routes Monday through Saturday from 6 
am to 10:15 pm, with frequencies of between 15 and 60 minutes depending on 
the time of day and the route. For individuals who are unable, as a result of a 
disability, to use the regular accessible bus service, Metro Car-A-Van provides 
curb-to-curb transportation service. 
 
Population 
The study of population growth trends and changing indicators, such as age, 
education, income, and employment, is important in developing a basic 
understanding of the recreational needs of a community.  An assessment of 
the impact of changing conditions will allow facilities and programs to keep 
pace with demand.  
 
The 2000 U.S. Census indicates a population in the City of Kalamazoo of 
77,145.  The 2007 estimated population (as published by the U.S. Census 
Bureau) indicates a decrease of 5.8% to 72,637.  However, the introduction of 
the Kalamazoo Promise in 2005 is expected to in part reverse this trend, with 
an increase in the number of youth enrolled in Kalamazoo Public Schools in 
recent years.  
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The median age of all City of Kalamazoo residents in 2000 was 26.1, 
significantly lower than the County and State average of 32.7 and 35.5 
respectively.  This is likely due to the large student population at the city’s 
colleges and universities.  It is notable that the 20-24 year old age group is the 
largest proportion of the population at 18.4%.  The number of persons under 
18 and over 65 are slightly lower than that of the County and State.    
 
The U.S. Census Bureau data indicates a median household and per capita 
income level significantly lower than that of the County and the State of 
Michigan.  In 1999, the persons below poverty level was 24.3% compared with 
10.5% statewide.  This demonstrates the need for affordable recreation 
opportunities or the provision for assisted funding opportunities for low-income 
families.  

 
The City of Kalamazoo has a racially diverse population with 20.6% black or 
African American persons in 2000 compared to 10% in Kalamazoo County 
and 14.2% in the State of Michigan.  Asians account for 2.4% of the population 
and those of Hispanic or Latino origin 4.3%.  This indicates a need for diverse 
recreational programming to appeal to the different cultures. 
 
Recreational facilities and programs should be able to accommodate persons 
of all physical and mental abilities.  In 2000, there were a total of 13,219 
individuals with a physical disability over the age of 5 in the City (over 18% of 
the population compared to 4.47% in the County).  This demonstrates the 
need for accessible recreation facilities and programs in the City. 
 
Land Use 
Residential land uses cover approximately 33% of Kalamazoo’s land area, 
predominantly with single-family homes.  Twenty-two distinct residential 
neighborhoods are recognized in the City.  Public and institutional land 
accounts for the second largest land use, with Western Michigan University, 
Kalamazoo College and the Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International Airport 
accounting for a large percentage of this land.  Industrial land use is 
concentrated along the rail corridors and is predominantly in the southeast and 
north of the City.  Parks, cemeteries and public open space account for almost 
7% of the City’s land area.  Commercial land uses are found Downtown and 
along the main arterial routes, including Westnedge Avenue, Main Street, 
Stadium Drive and Portage Road.   
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Physical Characteristics 
The City has a variety of terrain, from relatively flat areas in the downtown to 
large hills such as West Main Hill, Westnedge Hill and Gull Road.  The 
Kalamazoo River is one of the City’s most notable natural features, running 
from the east to the north through the northeast corner of the City.  Mayors’ 
Riverfront Park, Red Arrow Golf Course, Rose Park Veteran’s Memorial and 
Verburg Park are all located on the banks of the river.  Portage Creek runs 
from south to north and joins the Kalamazoo River at Rose Park, north of Red 
Arrow Golf Course.  Axtell Creek, Arcadia Creek and Davis Creek are also 
notable water causes within the City.  The City also features a number of lakes 
within its boundaries, including Spring Valley, Woods Lake, and Asylum Lake, 
all of which are used for recreation.   
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